Islamic ARTS Society

7" International Art for the Love of Muhammad (PBUH) 2026

TOP ENTRIES FOR THE TRADITIONAL
ART CONTEST



The Islamic Arts Society is deeply honored to announce the winners of the 7th “Art for the
Love of Muhammad” (PBUH) International Art Competition — 2026.

What began as an artistic tribute has grown into a remarkable global celebration of love,
devotion, and artistic expression. This year, the call reached artists across five continents and 50
countries, bringing together voices from around the world united by one profound theme: love
for the noble Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

With more than 1,200 submissions, this seventh edition has been our most expansive and
inspiring yet. Artists presented an extraordinary spectrum of traditions, techniques, ideas, and
contemporary perspectives—each offering a unique visual expression of reverence and devotion.

This year’s competition celebrated two distinct artistic traditions: Contemporary Islamic Art
and Traditional Islamic Art. Together, they demonstrated the remarkable depth of Islamic
artistic expression—honoring a rich heritage while embracing new forms of creativity and
interpretation.

Our distinguished jury undertook the important responsibility of evaluating each work with care
and integrity, guided by five key criteria:

e Concept and Originality

e Technical Skill and Craftsmanship
e Creativity and Innovation

e Emotional and Visual Impact

o Relevance to the Theme

The final selection followed a rigorous, thoughtful jury process guided by our esteemed
international panel of artists and art professionals: Mr. Nihad Dukhan, Mr. A. Q. Arif, and
Mr. Rasheed Butt. However, the Islamic Arts Society bears all responsibility for the finality of
the results.

Choosing the winners from more than 1,200 remarkable submissions was an extraordinary
challenge. Behind every artwork was an artist, a vision, and a deeply personal expression of love
for the beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Every submission contributed to a collective
celebration of devotion through the universal language of art.

May these works continue to inspire hearts, transcend borders, preserve artistic heritage, and
carry forward the timeless message of love and reverence for the beloved Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

With immense pride and heartfelt congratulations, we celebrate the winners of the 7th
edition of Art for the Love of Muhammad (PBUH).



ARTIST: Abdurrazak Karakas

COUNTRY: Turkey

TITLE: The Radiant Lights

MEDIUM:

SIZE: 100x70 cm

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This artwork is a classical Arabic calligraphy composition executed entirely by hand on
natural burnished paper using traditional colored inks. The piece presents the Hilya
Sharifa, the revered Ottoman calligraphic tradition that conveys the physical and moral
description of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) through elegant Arabic
script rather than figurative imagery. Created in a single classical script, the composition
emphasizes harmony, balance, and precision while remaining faithful to the principles of
traditional Islamic calligraphy. Inspired by the rich legacy of Ottoman and Islamic
manuscript arts, the work reflects the spiritual and aesthetic values that have defined
Arabic calligraphy for centuries. The disciplined arrangement of the text, refined
proportions of the letters, and subtle ornamental elements celebrate the timeless beauty
of sacred calligraphy and preserve its historical authenticity. Through meticulous
craftsmanship and respect for classical techniques, the artwork honors one of the most

distinguished forms of Islamic artistic heritage.
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ARTIST: Abdelfattah Taha Younes

COUNTRY: Egypt

TITLE: The Hilya Panel-The Prophet’s Mosque
SIZE: 70x50 cm

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This is the first prophetic Hilya in Arabic calligraphy designed in the shape of the Prophet’s
Mosque. The color palette was carefully selected to reflect the mosque's actual colors,
creating a beautiful, unique composition that combines the Jali Diwani and ljazah
calligraphic styles.

The artwork contains Qur’anic verses revealed concerning Prophet Muhammad £,
including: “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah...”, “Indeed, Allah and His angels send
blessings upon the Prophet...”, and “And We did not send any messenger except to be
obeyed...”, among others.

It also includes the name of Prophet Muhammad %, along with the complete description of
the Prophet as narrated by Hind ibn Abi Halah. Special ornamental motifs were created
exclusively for this blessed work, enriching its artistic and spiritual character.

The piece was executed using various traditional inks on naturally prepared burnished
paper, enhanced with gold coloring. This unique artwork represents a prophetic Hilya
unlike any previously produced in this form, combining this distinctive design with these
particular calligraphic styles.
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ARTIST: Sadegh Mamo
COUNTRY: Iran
TITLE: Radiance of the Prophetic Light

MEDIUM: Black Japanese ink, gold Japanese acrylic color, white Japanese acrylic
color, and green Japanese acrylic color on paper

SIZE: 47.24 x 47.24 inch (120 x 120 cm)

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This artwork is an endeavor to represent the spiritual majesty of the blessed name of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in a contemporary format, relying on the authentic traditions
of Persian calligraphy and illumination. At the center of the composition, the name
"Muhammad" emerges from the darkness with a minimalist yet powerful expression, like a
radiant light, serving as the visual focus that guides the viewer's gaze toward a sacred truth.
The dark background, in contrast with the golden illumination, is a symbol of the
manifestation of light within the material world; a place where meaning emerges from the
darkness. This contrast, while creating visual depth, also enriches the conceptual weight of
the piece. Surrounding the artwork, illumination patterns inspired by traditional Persian
motifs embrace the structure like a cosmic order, placing it within a spiritual and balanced
atmosphere. In the margins, verses by Saadi Shirazi reflecting love and devotion to the
Prophet of Islam are written, adding a literary and narrative layer to the piece and
establishing a bond between word, meaning, and image. The presence of Saadi’s poetry, as
one of the summits of Persian literature, reinforces the cultural depth of the artwork and
places it along the continuum of an enduring tradition. This artwork is an attempt to bridge
tradition and contemporary expression; a space where calligraphy transcends a visual skill
to become a medium for conveying meaning, faith, and beauty.
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ARTIST: Ghasem Samadian
COUNTRY: Iran
TITLE: Attributes of Prophet Muhammad (Hilyah)

MEDIUM: A classical calligraphy piece on handmade, starch-sized, and burnished
paper

SIZE: 47.24 x 47.24 inch (120 x 120 cm)

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

A classical calligraphy piece on handmade, starch-sized, and burnished paper, featuring
the attributes of Prophet Muhammad as described by Imam Ali; executed with Schminke
waterproof ink and gold gouache.






ARTIST: Belal Muktar

COUNTRY: Egypt

TITLE: The Noble Prophetic Hilya
SIZE: 80x60 cm

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

The artwork blends standard Thuluth script and Jali Thuluth scriptinto a single
compositional system. The two scripts harmonize in a cohesive visual structure that
highlights Thuluth's aesthetic potential—its letter-shaping flexibility, varied linear structure,
and ability to create rhythm, movement, and balance across the artistic surface.






ARTIST: Salah Mahmoud Abdelkhalek Mohamed
COUNTRY: Egypt
TITLE: Among the names of the Prophet - peace be upon him

MEDIUM: Black Japanese ink, gold Japanese acrylic color, white Japanese acrylic
color, and green Japanese acrylic color on paper

SIZE: 47.24 x 47.24 inch (120 x 120 cm)
DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This collection has been carefully selected and consists of 312 names of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), chosen from approximately 800 names recorded in the
referenced source on the Prophet's names.

The artwork is executed in the Fatimi Kufic calligraphic style and features Islamic
ornamental motifs.

The geometric ornamental composition of the names is designed in an original and
innovative way, so each name serves as the foundation for its own unique design.

I chose this artwork's concept for several reasons. The foremost is to introduce Muslim
communities in the United States, neighboring cities, and Muslims throughout the Islamic
world to the names of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and to provide them with
the opportunity to appreciate and reflect upon them.

Another reason is that most of these names express the Prophet's attributes before his
Lord, his distinguished status among people, and his noble qualities. They are mentioned
in the Qur'an, other revealed scriptures, the teachings of the prophets (peace be upon
them), the sayings of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), and in the names by
which his ummah (Muslim community) has affectionately referred to him and which have
become widely recognized and accepted.
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ARTIST: Abdulrahman Hasan Ebrahim Al-Saeedi
COUNTRY: Turkey

TITLE: Mercy to the Worlds

MEDIUM:

SIZE: 77*87cm

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

"Mercy to the Worlds" is a traditional Arabic calligraphy artwork executed in the classical
Islamic tradition. Created with black ink on natural muqgahhar (burnished) paper, the
composition is enriched with hand-applied colors and genuine gold leaf ornamentation.
The work reflects the artistic lineage of classical Arabic calligraphy through its refined
script, balanced composition, and intricate gilded arabesque decorations.

At its center is an artistic representation of the Green Dome of Al-Masjid Al-Nabawi in
Madinah, symbolizing reverence and spiritual heritage.

The composition features the blessed hames and noble attributes of the Prophet
Muhammad, the names of all the Prophets mentioned in the Qur'an, and the Ten
Companions Promised Paradise, celebrating their enduring spiritual legacy.

Inspired by centuries of Islamic manuscript illumination and calligraphic tradition, the
artwork preserves the timeless aesthetics of Islamic art while expressing its spiritual depth,
harmony, and devotion through authentic artwork.






ARTIST: Haris Wasifi
COUNTRY: India

TITLE: Devotion to the Prophet (PBUH) a Priceless Masterpiece of Reverence on the
1501st Milad

MEDIUM: Watercolor on Hand-made Paper (Muqqahar)
SIZE: 33 inch x 40 inch
DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

Dedicated to the auspicious occasion of the 1501st blessed birthday (Milad-un-Nabi) of
Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa (peace be upon him), this artwork stands as a vibrant symbol
of profound love, devotion, and reverence (Ishg-e-Rasool). It is a spiritual tribute that
conveys the Prophet's message of peace, mercy, and love through traditional Islamic art.

Calligraphic Mastery & Scripts: The composition integrates multiple classical Arabic
calligraphic scripts with high precision:

Ottoman Tughra: Centerpiece featuring " J s 3a & ‘51 al¥" in the regal royal seal style.

Naskh Script: Surrounding the central Tughra, housing the 99 blessed names of the
Prophet.

Thuluth Script: Used in the inner blue border for Durood-e-lIbrahim and the outer blue
border featuring four Surahs (Ad-Duha, Al-Inshirah, Al-Kawthar, Al-Kafirun).

Muhaqqgagq Script: Inscribed in luminous gold ink between the blue borders, rendering
Surah Al-Fath (29th verse):

nagin lan ) JET e Tasaa Gl & 41 O h aak,

(Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with him are forceful against the
disbelievers, merciful among themselves...)

Kufic & Eastern Kufic Scripts: Used along the outermost border for Durood Pak.

Tezhib (Illumination & Gilding): Multi-layered gold leaf accents and intricate geometric
lattice patterns (Gireh) applied to highlight the spiritual weight of the text.

Pigmentation & Framing: Rich lapis lazuli blues, crimson hues, and fine manuscript
detailing create strong visual contrast, framing each layer of the textual hierarchy.






ARTIST: Amir Kamal

COUNTRY: Pakistan

TITLE: Hilya al-Nabi &

MEDIUM: 24 Karat Gold and Ink on Paper
SIZE: 30 x 27" inches

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This artwork is inspired by the tradition of Hilya al-Nabi (Hilya Shareef), a revered form of
Islamic calligraphy that presents the noble description and qualities of Prophet
Muhammad . For centuries, artists and calligraphers have created Hilyas as expressions
of love, devotion, and remembrance, preserving the beautiful descriptions of the Prophet
recorded by his companions.

Executed with ink and illuminated with pure 24-karat gold on paper this composition
features passages from the Hilya text surrounded by intricate illumination and decorative
motifs inspired by classical Ottoman and Islamic manuscript traditions. At its center, the
calligraphy invites the viewer to reflect upon the Prophet’s character, mercy, wisdom, and
unmatched beauty.



"’VHUD
\.
P Pt
Grd 2T
~
T A

Lo
2

N —
2 .-

I ey
. 225,

T w024

St

o
X7

IS

e ,\,_;" %
LRI §%}@*§ 5o
G G

‘?,5"‘ 3 !Eﬁ\‘(}'«:? (8 %
b &2, 59.' iy

o = g DAL
s R e s\As Saa ’ “ g 3
::’}& - - s P/, J‘?@é\ R
S\ ; 2 X Gk

s Ay S o R B AT
Of' ‘\)/_)) =S Wi
B\ T AR

b




ARTIST: Abdul Wahab
COUNTRY: Pakistan
TITLE: sy mie &0 Lo ilhaa b o
MEDIUM: Goat Skin
SIZE: 40x30inches
DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:
1. First Verse
Welcome and greetings to you, O owner of the highest rank and honor!
2. Second Verse

O leader of all the Messengers! The one through whose means calamities and afflictions
are averted.

3. Third Verse

You are the sanctuary on the Day of Resurrection; all of creation will rush to you for help.
4. Fourth Verse
And they will cry out, "You see what terrible dread and severe calamity has befallen us!"
5. Fifth Verse

Welcome, O light of my eyes! (Welcome) Welcome, O grandfather of Imam Hussain!
(Welcome)

6. Sixth Verse

(At that moment, you will say: "l am for this task.") You will then fall in prostration, and it
will be called out to you: "Intercede, for your intercession will be accepted!"

Inner border: The name "Muhammad" is written in square frames, and in the center,
"Marhaba Ya Mustafa" is written in Mushafi Kufic script.
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ARTIST: Waqgar Ahmed

COUNTRY: Pakistan

TITLE: % %as 33 Jadl.. Muhammad % — The Most Beautiful of Mankind
MEDIUM: 24K Real Gold and Natural Pigments on Handmade Paper
SIZE: 20x18 inches

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

This artwork is a handcrafted Islamic calligraphy and illumination (Tezhib) composition
created on handmade paper using traditional techniques. Created as a tribute to the honor
and noble character of Prophet Muhammad %, the illumination is executed with genuine
24K gold, natural pigments, and fine brushwork. The design features harmonious geometric
and floral motifs surrounding the sacred calligraphy. Every element was painted entirely by
hand, reflecting the discipline, precision, and artistic heritage preserved through
generations of Islamic artists. The composition honors the timeless legacy of Islamic
calligraphy and illumination while maintaining the authenticity of traditional materials and
methods.

The composition features the noble name Muhammad ¥ at its center, surrounded by
elegant Thuluth calligraphy containing prayers and salutations upon the Prophet #. The
central panel presents selected blessed attributes of the Prophet £, while the surrounding
geometric illumination is meticulously hand-painted using genuine 24-karat gold.

Gedlall 4225 Mercy to All the Worlds
Cxiidl) 2a) — Leader of the Righteous
u—\-uM\ &ai — Intercessor for the Sinners
el ) 55— Master of the Messengers
Seliydll H3 — The Best of the Messengers

Olll S8 — The Seal of the Prophets



R R N N R O I o e el e e e
S SRS S s e s

o o O
SESRINSAONSS

e
s

Y

s,
SASREREE

9

R e e o s e s poce o g g
N N A AN SN,




ARTIST: Sana Nizami

COUNTRY: Pakistan

TITLE: Saqi-e-Kausar

MEDIUM: Gouache and Gold on wasli paper
SIZE: 58cm x 51cm

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

The painting is executed in the traditional art of Musavari known as Miniature painting. The
medium used is Gouache on Wasli paper and 24k gold leaf. | used two miniature painting
techniques, Gadrang and Neem rung, along with a geometric 10-pointed star pattern, Kufic
Calligraphy, and illumination. Poetry text is added in the border in Persian Nastaleeq.

| trained as a traditionalist and traditional Arts practitioner at Hast-o-Neest Institute of
Traditional Studies and Arts in Lahore, Pakistan. | trained in miniature painting with Ustad
Fyza Noon at Hast-o-Neest, and with Ustad Bashir Ahmed and prominent artist Imran
Qureshi at the National College of Arts.

| draw inspiration from the rich heritage of both Persian and Indian miniature traditions; my
work is an amalgamation of these two classical visual languages. This synthesis bridges
centuries of artistic devotion, reinterpreting them through a personal contemporary lens.

The inclusion of this text is deeply intentional; in traditional manuscripts, word and image
were never separate entities, but complementary. The calligraphy serves as a conceptual
bridge, offering a literary and imaginative dimension that elevates the visual narrative. By
embedding the verses directly alongside the artwork, it guides the viewer’s mind from
visual contemplation to heart-centered devotion.
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ARTIST: Muhammad Aslam Dogar
COUNTRY: Pakistan

TITLE: Name of Prophet MUHAMMAD (SAW)
MEDIUM: Wood

SIZE: 24"x36"

DESCRIPTION OF ARTWORK:

Wooden carved Koofi-style calligraphy of MUHAMMAD UR RASOOL ULLAH and an
ayah of the Quran mentioning the finality of the Prophet MUHAMMAD (SAW), and
acrylic paint is used.






